
MELISSA LAING|
A SMALL METAL PIN, A PIECE OF RUBBER, A SECTION OF 
METAL PIPE WITH SECURING NUT, TWO RED ENGINE 
PLUGS AND RED RIBBON, A REVERSE THRUSTER HATCH 
STOPPER BUSH, SOME DOWN STRAPPING, A SIGNAL 
HORN, A PIECE OF BRAKE LINING, A SCREWDRIVER, A 
BROKEN OMNI-DIRECTIONAL THRESHOLD LIGHT, 
MULTIPLE BIRD, BAT AND TURTLE CARCASSES, A 
PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE, A BLOCK OF WOOD, A BEER 
CAN AND A PIECE OF PAPER.

Melissa Laing takes the civil aviation industry as a topical example of modern society’s desperate 
persuit for safety assurance. Her installation explores the products of this industry, which harness 
the generative power of paranoia; proliferating safety checklists, procedures, policies, 
maintenance schedules, wildlife abatement and incidence reporting. The title Laing has  used for 
her show lists the variety of foreign objects found and recorded through runway inspections in 
Australia: a small metal pin, a piece of rubber, a section of metal pipe with securing nut, two red engine plugs 
and red ribbon, a reverse thruster hatch stopper bush, some down strapping, a signal horn, a piece of brake lining, 
a screwdriver, a broken omni-directional threshold light, multiple bird, bat and turtle carcasses, a plastic water 
bottle, a block of wood, a beer can and a piece of paper. Laing’s  attention has  narrowed in on the 
industry’s Rossetta Stone - the black box, audio and flight data recorders, which act as  focal 
points for our morbid curiosity with disasters and our belief that they can be avoided. In a lab-
like setting she presents  the physical repercussions of this  belief: smashed up black boxes 
alongside the animal life that has fallen victim to these technologies and anxieties.
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