
Having studied together in Christchurch over a decade ago, Eddie Clemens and Simon Lawrence 
have always perceived an affinity in their approaches  to art making. They nevertheless take very 
different trajectories and always end up in very different places. This exhibition provides a rare 
opportunity for them to set their works  on a collision path. Within the confines  of the Blue Oyster 
gallery spaces they will test out intersecting hypotheses and conduct pseudo-scientific 
experiments, in what may appear to be entirely parallel universes.

For this  exhibition Clemens has developed new works which draw on the subtle and often 
inexplicable motifs that echo through his work. Clemens' use of simple processes  to transform 
mundane objects  and components into animated, idiosyncratic sculptures, will be familiar to those 
who saw his  work while he was in Dunedin as the Frances Hodgkins  Fellow. Picking up a thread 
from his show Delusional Architecture - which was presented at the at Hocken Collections  gallery 
at the culmination of his fellowship - Clemens' sculptures hone in on the suggestive potential and 
wit of  simple artifice, yet retain their subtlety with seemingly incongruent references.

Hailing from Christchurch, Simon Lawrence creates installations  using contraptions  and videos 
that begin with odd instances of science fiction, supernatural activity and entirely fictitious 
occurrences. With new works  tailored to the cavernous industrial spaces of the Blue Oyster, 
Lawrence's  allusions roam with guile from the mythical history of the black swan to fault-filled 
mechanisms that behave in unexpected ways.

With their open-ended configurations  Clemens and Lawrence provoke a search for connections 
and explanations that always rest unattainably out of  reach.

Blue Oyster Art Project Space | www.blueoyster.org.nz | Ph 03 479 0197 Basement, 24b Moray Place | PO Box 5903, Dunedin 9058

Gallery hours: Tuesday–Friday 11am–5pm, Saturday 12pm–3pm | Supported by Creative New Zealand/Toi Aotearoa

15
 J

un
e 

- 
10

 J
ul

y 
20

10
NICE TO MEET YOU EDDIE CLEMENS 

AND SIMON LAWRENCE
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